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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achievements and 
more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief  
As work begins on crafting the 2011-12 budget, 
there are a number of areas that are being ex-
amined that may cause increases from the 2010
-11 budget. First, our special education costs for 
the current year were well above budget esti-
mates. As such, we will need to adjust our 2011-
12 budget to a significantly higher estimate. 
Second, we are going to begin the budget proc-
ess with a significant increase in our health in-
surance costs. As the budget season pro-
gresses, we are typically able to lower our health 
cost estimates somewhat. Finally, while the 
teacher’s contract called for no step or general 
wage increases in the current year, those staff 
members will be getting raises again in 2011-12.  

Helming Named One of “50 Directors 
Who Make a Difference!”  
Middle School of Plainville Music Instructor 
Todd Helming was recently selected by The 
School Band and Orchestra Magazine, as one of 
“50 Directors Who Make a Difference.” According 
to the magazine, this year there was an unprece-
dented number of recommendations from teach-
ers, administrators, colleagues and students from 
across the United States. One director per state 
is selected, representing an extraordinary range 
of experience, specialization, and character.  
Helming’s profile is featured in the December 
2010 issue of The School Band and Orchestra 
Magazine. 

Student Advisory Committee to 
Sponsor Stress Management Week  
The Student Advisory Committee of the Plainville 
Coalition for Positive Youth Development will 
sponsor “Stress Management Week” at Plainville 
High School, February 7 - 11. Daily stress reduc-
ing activities are planned for the week including 
Zumba,Yoga, and massage demonstrations dur-
ing lunches, healthy snack samples, stress re-
ducing facts of the day, and an assembly with 
comedian Matt Bellace, who will bring a positive 
youth development message to students. In addi-
tion, the high school’s mentoring sessions on 
February 9 will center on stress reduction for stu-
dents. 

PFRN Staff and Students Combine 
Efforts to Create an “Indoor Igloo”  
After hearing about an “igloo” that was created 
out of recycled milk cartons, Plainville Family 
Resource Network (PFRN) staff members got 
excited about creating one of their own for their 
parent and child classroom at Linden Street 
School. Aided by student volunteers, Alex and 
Peter Lawson and Kevin Spence, the igloo 
was built on site as a surprise for PFRN families 
over the holiday vacation. A perfect place for 
curling up with a book, or having a friendly con-
versation, the igloo has been a great success at 
the PFRN. 

Did You Know? 
The 2011-12 budget calendar information can be 
accessed via the district website home page, un-
der the Budget Information / Fiscal Year 2011-12 
tab on the home page left side navigation bar. 

February BOE Meeting Reminder 
The next regular meeting of the Plainville Board 
of Education will be held on Monday, February 
14, 2011 at 7:00PM, in the Plainville High 
School cafeteria. Meetings are open to the pub-
lic. 


